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SUBJECT: Policy Memorandum on Domestic Violence
Background of Problem
Domestic violence is an ongoing problem in the United States. Every minute, nearly 20 people are physically abused by an intimate partner in the United States. Almost 10 million people in the United States are abused by their intimate partners in one year United States. One in four women experiences severe intimate partner physical violence while one in nine men experiences the same problem. Similar statistics apply to intimate partner contact sexual violence, fearfulness, stalking, and contraction of sexually transmitted diseases.  One in four men has experienced sexual violence from their partner while one in three women have also been victims of similar forms of violence. Behavior like shoving, pushing, slapping, punching are common forms of physical violence among intimate partners (Stith et al., 2011).
One in 7 women has been injured by a partner because of sexual violence while the statistics are lower for men in this category at one in twenty-five. While rape data is not available for men, it can be reported that one in 10 women has been raped by an intimate partner. Cases of severe physical violence have been reported in domestic setups. National domestic hotlines receive close to 20,000 phone calls every day. Since guns are easily owned in the United States, the presence of these weapons even makes the state of domestic violence in the United States worse. Intimate partner violent crime accounts for about 15% of violent crime in the United States. Younger women between 18 and 24 years are more commonly abused by their partners more than their older counterparts. Most of the injuries resulting from intimate partner violence do not end up in hospitals since only 34% receive medical care. This means many people are hurting from various injuries emanating from domestic violence but are unwilling to seek medical attention. Children are also exposed to domestic violence since they are often witnesses to these acts of aggression. 1 in 15 children is exposed to domestic violence every year. About 90% of the children are witnesses to domestic violence. Domestic violence has particularly increased during the period of the pandemic since people spend more time together than in the past.
Probable Solutions
There are various solutions to domestic violence in the United States. While it can be hard to completely do away with acts of aggression and violence in families. A lot can be done to increase the prevalence of these cases and the severity of the few cases. Most responses to domestic violence border three concepts including prevention of cases, handling of cases, and deterring cases.
Responding to Victims
The safety and well-being of victims of domestic violence are of utmost importance. Studies indicate a growing concern for both national and international victims of domestic violence. Victims should be treated with compassion, fairness, restitution, compensation, and assistance.  Many researchers have emphasized the need for responding to victims of domestic violence. Many practitioners are responsible for responding to domestic violence issues. Law enforcement is required to investigate the issue of domestic violence and bring all violators to the full force of the law. There should be systems set up to facilitate the process of coordination between law enforcement and other agencies responsible for responding to domestic violence. Whiles responding to victims of domestic violence, the justice system should define the status of the victims, increase the level of protection offered and facilitate the participation and representation of the victim in the process. Healthcare workers, social workers, and other community service providers serve an important role in coordinating the response in case of domestic violence. Victims of domestic violence often need one type of medical or social attention. Some lose their means of living after cases of domestic violence. Some victims lose their social space and often require counseling to cope up. Some victims often require medical attention to overcome the impacts of violence at home. Practitioners of all kinds should receive training to recognize domestic violence and potential victims of the same. They should be aware of all the steps necessary in handling issues of domestic violence in communities.
Equipping The Justice System to Handle Cases
The justice system should be equipped with enough resources to handle all cases of domestic violence. Laws that govern domestic violence should be established to ensure all perpetrators of the vice face the full force of the law. Serving justice to perpetrators can help in ridding off the society of potential future violators and granting victims redress.
Preferred Solution
Gathering and Sharing Information to Raise Public Awareness
While there are various solutions for domestic violence, I would strongly recommend gathering and sharing information to raise public awareness. Many organizations and scientists have studied domestic violence in the past (Emezue, 2020). Most of the information found from such studies has been documented. Solutions have been given on the possible ways that society can solve domestic violence. However, the problem persists and is even coming in different ways that have never been covered in previous research. Therefore, there is a need to ramp up studies in domestic violence and provide new aspects that have not been recorded in the past. For instance, there are various evolving cultural ties to domestic violence that have not been studied in the past. Most of these aspects if ignored can be detrimental to efforts to end domestic violence. More finances should be focused on studying these aspects even deeply. Also, institutions of higher learning should concentrate part of their budgets on sponsoring studies on domestic violence. Some may overlook the economic benefit of studying domestic violence because they cannot directly associate it with any revenue streams. However, there are economic downturns associated with domestic violence. The productivity of individuals is greatly reduced if they are victims of domestic violence. The amount of money used by various agencies in investigating and prosecuting domestic violence could be channeled elsewhere if solutions to the issue were found.
The first step in finding a solution for domestic violence is studying the problem and understanding its extent fully. There cannot be solutions to domestic violence until the problem is deeply researched and investigated. Those in the position of power should invest in conducting studies that determine the extent to which the problem of domestic violence has impacted the country. There should be a system that gathers data at a national level to ensure one pool of information with more meaning instead of sixty independent information pools that perhaps can create more confusion than help. The national database should be managed by qualified individuals who have studied the phenomenon at great length and have the experience necessary in finding solutions. While national reporting pools are very important for studying domestic violence, there should be strategies at the community level to complement the national program. Most community-level research has the capability of identifying some of the most hidden cases of domestic violence that can be missed by the national pool (Ryan et al 2012). Community workers with expertise in gathering formation and making meaning should be installed at the local levels to encourage people to easily report the case of domestic violence.
There should be official information reporting systems that allow people to document and record for study and future reference any relevant information on domestic violence. There are many institutions at the federal level that can be activated to increase the ease of studying domestic violence. Institutions like the Department of Homeland Security, Department of Health and Human Services, Department of Justice, Department of Labor, and any other relevant collaborator can be activated to supply relevant information on domestic violence and even coordinate at different levels to find solutions. Even as the research processes take place, there should be areas more prioritized than others. Researchers are quite aware that domestic violence disproportionately affects women. Therefore, there should be strategies set aside to study how domestic violence affects women more than how it affects men. While both aspects of domestic violence should be studies, one aspect should be prioritized because preliminary data shows its unequal learning.
Information sharing is another important aspect of gathering information on domestic violence. There would be a benefit to the population if the information was merely collected but not disseminated to concerned agencies. The federal government should install a system where information can be shared at different levels of government and research. For instance, psychologists studying psychological aspects of domestic violence should share their information with criminologists studying the criminal aspects of the problem. This information portal should be easy to access by all parties involved in the study. All published information should be approved by a committee set at the federal level. The approval process should be based on the factuality and relevance of the shared information. 
Another important aspect of information gathering is raising public awareness. There would be no need for gathering information on domestic violence if there were no intentions of disseminating the information to the public for purposes of education and driving positive change. While many may assume that the concept of domestic violence is known by many people, it is surprising to note that not all people are informed about the vice. Some people are not even aware of what behavior can be treated as domestic violence. There should be initiatives focused on educating the public on what behavior is categorized as domestic violence. Public education should explain in detail every activity that can be grouped as domestic violence to ensure that every member of the public is informed.
People should also be educated on the dangers of domestic violence. Educating the public on the dangers of domestic violence can help reduce the incidences of vice. Details of cases of tragic encounters with domestic violence should be used as a tool to discourage others from repeating. The health impacts of domestic violence should be shared with the public. The public should know what injuries are associated with domestic violence. People should also be aware of the fatalities that have occurred due to domestic violence. This will help many people abhor the behavior and seek remedial measures against it.
The public also needs to be informed on what actions they can take if there are cases of domestic violence (Murray et al., 2010). The procedure of reporting incidences of domestic violence should be made easier so that nobody is locked out and prevented from telling their story when harmed. There should be the protection of victims of domestic violence to encourage reporting. Most domestic violence cases are not promptly reported because victims fear retaliation from the people that they live with in the same places. For instance, a wife will find it hard reporting her husband for battering her for fear of retaliation because they live in the same house. Therefore, the reporting system needs to be streamlined and those who have reported cases need to be protected from retaliation by perpetrators.
There are various ways in which public education can be conducted to increase awareness of domestic violence. There can be public education campaigns where expert holds conferences in the public to inform the people of the details of domestic violence. The media can be used to disperse information and increase awareness of the issue. The media landscape has widened in recent times. The expansion of social media and other digital media has provided cheaper methods of communication away from traditional media. Social media sites can be used to share information about domestic violence and educate the public on it. Most of the public is in one form of social media or digital media. Sharing information through these forms can be very effective in handling domestic violence. The roles played by mainstream, media cannot be downplayed. Most Americans still match mainstream media and rely on it as their primary source of news and information. Advertisements can be run on mainstream media sites to inform the public on the prevalence, dangers, and prevention of domestic violence in the United States.
The federal government should take a center stage in setting up information campaigns across the country to inform the public on matters of domestic violence. The federal government should coordinate with state and local governments to ensure that the entire population is informed at the lowest levels. At the local levels, public education campaigns can be more effective than at the national level. Therefore, local authorities should be equipped to conduct local public education conferences to inform every member of the community on the prevalence, dangers, and prevention of domestic violence (Arief et al., 2014).
There should be more investment in family life education that focuses on prevention strategies. The family is the major setting where domestic violence occurs. Most people are not aware of their obligations in the family leading to uncontrolled lives that often get out of hand. Families should be aware of the limits and how to implement various strategies to achieve a perfect family setting. This can only be achieved by ensuring all couples undergo family life education and are aware of how they can prevent violence and solve issues amicably. Information on family life education should be made readily available for couples even before they start leaving. Educating couples on communication skills, anger management, conflict resolution, and the need for peace and harmony can go a long way in preventing domestic violence.
As researchers explore the multifaceted causes of domestic violence, more information is available to revamp the efforts of preventing violence. Many experts see education as the key to preventing domestic violence. Education helps in building an understanding of the impact and consequences of violence. Education also promotes nonviolent activities as alternative lifestyles to those who may seek violence as their only form of redress. The education and public awareness initiates should aim to raise awareness, change attitudes and instill skills that prevent violence from occurring. Educators should believe that some people are engaging in violence for lack of knowledge of alternative ways of acting. Education can fill these points of need and ensure the society does not sink deeper into domestic violence. 
There should be public awareness of how child custody cases can be handled in cases where domestic violence is reported. Women abused by their husbands are not the only victims of domestic violence. Children can be secondary victims of domestic violence just by witnessing. Research indicates that the impact of domestic violence on children is extensive. Children may experience a range of developmental issues alongside emotional and cognitive problems. Courts are often very proactive in child custody cases involving domestic violence. Courts tend to be conservative in granting visitation after violence comes into the picture. About 15.5 million children witness domestic violence every year in America. Domestic violence is often a catalyst for divorce cases and when children are involved, child custody by extension. Courts are forced to assign who may be granted the custody of the child whether it is the abuser, the victim, or both. Courts often consider the best interest of the child in making child custody decisions involving domestic violence (Devaney, 2015).
Courts often deny the right to custody, a parent who is proved violent because they may be a danger to the child (Chung & Wendt, 2015). Courts should consider the frequency of the domestic violence occurrences, whether the accused poses danger to the child and the severity of the acts of violence which may be used as a ground for future behavioral prediction. Courts should also consider a pending criminal case is available for the accused, any physical evidence of abuse, and police reports documenting incidences of domestic violence. This information can be very helpful in fostering good behavior and preventing rampant cases of domestic violence (Hardesty et al., 2012).
In conclusion, I recommend gathering and sharing information to raise public awareness. Information and public awareness involve first gathering credible information then disseminating it to the public and other relevant players. There should be a system that gathers data at a national level to ensure one pool of information with more meaning instead of sixty independent information pools that perhaps can create more confusion than help. Education helps in building an understanding of the impact and consequences of violence. Education also promotes nonviolent activities as alternative lifestyles to those who may seek violence as their only form of redress. The education and public awareness initiates should aim to raise awareness, change attitudes and instill skills that prevent violence from occurring. Educators should believe that some people are engaging in violence for lack of knowledge of alternative ways of acting. A policy shift should therefore be implemented to provide more resources for gathering and sharing information to raise public awareness. This policy stands the best chance of offering a lasting solution to domestic violence.
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